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Lake LeAnn Property Owners Association Annual Meeting Minutes                                            

Somerset Beach Campground                      June 13, 2009 

 
Call to order by President Lori Coyle at 10:04am. 
Roll Call: Martin Seitz, Nick Thomas, Bill Wehrwein, President Lori Coyle, Rick Lobliner, Vice 
President Maureen Butrico, Treasurer Debbie Pelmear, Betty Woods, Ross Flick, Secretary Cathy Longo, 
Marie Milbourne, Dave Wagner, Charlie Scouten 
Absent: Michael Leach 
The audience consisted of 94 registered voters. 
Determination of quorum executed. 
 
Motion and Support to approve the June 14, 2008 Annual Meeting Minutes as presented.  Motion 
carries. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Executive: 

Maureen Butrico gave a presentation on the proposed declaration of restriction changes (better known as 
deed restrictions).  The purpose of the changes is to reflect the transfer of Lake LeAnn from the original 
developers to the Lake LeAnn Property Owners Association, to provide common structure to the 
documents, to reflect member driven changes over the years and to align the restrictions with the 
Associations’ bylaws, rules and regulations.  Over the past year the Board has completed the technical 
changes, constructed the communications, fashioned a process to roll-out the changes to membership and 
are now ready to send out the official packages to the property owners.  Included in the packets will be a 
letter explaining the changes and the process, a copy of the key changes in your subdivision, your original 
and amended deed of restrictions.  In order to secure approval of the changes to the deed of restrictions 
we need a majority of the property owners of record (everyone listed on your deed) to sign the amended 
declaration of restrictions.  Every signature has to be notarized.  Notaries are available at the office free of 
charge.  Please look for your packets on or around June 29, 2009. 
 
Attorney Phil Baither gave an overview of the Lasecki/Gibson case.  This matter is regarding a piece of 
land.  Judge Smith of Hillsdale County Circuit Court ruled in favor of Lasecki on two of the four claims 
and in favor of the Association on the other two claims.  The Association appealed this decision where it 
was overturned at the Court of Appeals.  Lasecki has filed an amended claim and motions will be heard 
on July 14, 2009 by Judge Smith.  
 
Budget and Finance: 
Deb Pelmear reviewed the balanced budget.  At the end of 2008 we had a cash reserve of $110,000.  Our 
goal is to have a cash reserve equal to six months operating expenses, which is about $120,000.  Our tax 
return is prepared by a CPA.  Members can view the budget and financials at the office. 
 
Lake Control: 

Nick Thomas asked for additional members for his committee as there is a lot of research to be done.  
Catfish were stocked in the lakes last year to weed out stunted fish.  No stocking was done this spring, but 
will possibly stock walleye in the fall.  The committee is looking into natural alternatives to chemicals.  
The chemicals do not harm the fish but does disrupt the food chain.  Chemicals should be used a short 
term tool.  When we treat the plants we are just treating the symptoms and not the cause.  We need to 
make a serious effort to reduce the sources that feed the plants.  Nuisance plant growth is only a symptom 
of high nutrients.  Future possibilities include weevils to eat the Eurasian milfoil, controlling the sediment 
at the inlets and harvesting.  The committee is trying to find a graduate student for research and planning. 
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Thomas gave a demonstration of the weed razor.  It available for members to use and can be rented by 
contacting the office and putting down a deposit.  It was originally purchased in response to members’ 
issues with lily pads.  If you continue to cut lily pads for several years, eventually the plant gives up and 
dies. 
 
Maintenance & Mooring: 
Sue Holliger, member of the committee, thanked Debbie Wynn for painting the Royal Shores sign and for 
those involved with taking it down and putting it back up.  The committee has planted and replaced trees 
as well as taken down dead trees and removed several from the water.  Sand was brought in to the beach 
areas; play equipment is continually checked and adjusted if needed.  The committee also rakes out the 
leaves at the dam areas and is always looking for more volunteers to help.  This removal of the 
leaves/weeds is done in an attempt to keep the dams cleaned out.  A couple years ago the dam was 
clogged and Hillsdale County brought in divers at their expense to clean out.  If it happens again the cost 
will be billed to the members through an assessment on your tax bill.  Also, lakefront owners need to rake 
out in front of their homes.  The more leaves/weeds we get out the better it is for our lake.  If you notice 
any problems at the parks or outlots please contact the office.  Committee meets on the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30pm. 
 
All pole and platforms need to be removed from mooring sites by November 15th.  This will be strictly 
enforced.  Mooring site members are responsible for cleaning out the weeds in their area.  The seawall 
projects continue.  They are to save our land from erosion.  This committee meets after maintenance so 
please come join both committees. 
 
Rob Londos/Cherry Park: recommended having a committee to walk the shoreline to see fire pits that are 
too close to the lake.  The Association rule is to be at least 25’ from the water and contained.  Ashes from 
fire pits have a tremendous nutrient load and causes weed growth in the lake.  Anyone interested in 
assisting with this should contact the office. 
 
Tony Kovach/Maquago Hills: recommended having a truck come by once a month to pick up weeds.  
Some members just don’t have anywhere to take them if they rake them out.  Members can contact the 
office to arrange a pick up date with maintenance to have their leaves/weeds hauled away. 
 
Building Control: 
Rick Lobliner reported that there has not been a lot of building in the past year, only 27 projects.  If you 
are planning a project please contact the office. 
 
Rules and Regulations: 

Ross Flick reported that the committee has reformatted the membership guide and is available at the 
office or on the web-site.  The committee thanked Joyce Cox for her hard work on reformatting the guide.  
The days and times of the meetings will be posted on the web-site, please join the committee. 
 
ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

Nominations were accepted for the Election of Directors.  The following slate was voted in uncontested. 
Lakeview  Rick Lobliner  3 year term 
Crystal Estates  Dave Wagner  1 year term, serving in subdivision he does not own  
        property in 
Highland Green  Charlie Scouten  3 year term 
Westdale  Michael Bohnet  3 year term 
Maquago Hills  Cathy Longo  1 year term to complete rotation 
Motion with support by Lisa Pickard/Indian Hills to close the above nominations. 
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Plaza   Debbie Pelmear  1 year term, serving a subdivision she does not own  
      property in 
Motion with support by Tony Kovach to close the above nomination. 
 
Candidates for the following subdivisions were given a few minutes to address the Board then asked to 
leave the room for the vote. 
Highland Hills – 1 year term Mike Cook and Ross Flick Mike Cook won by majority vote. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Motion and support by the Board of Directors to reinstate additional lake patrols by the Sheriff’s 
Department at LLPOA expense for major holiday weekends.  The cost is $25 an hour.  The Sheriff’s 
Department had budget cuts so we have lost quite a bit of coverage at their expense.  The Board has 
reviewed the budget and we can afford it.  The days will be random, but will be on holiday weekends.  
Motion carries. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
Several comments from members including patrols are to protect the safety of all and a thank you to the 
Board for all their work. 
Question regarding restoring the damage from the tree removal at Father Richard Park in which the Board 
responded that this is on their agenda and bids are being taken. 
Question regarding the November 15th deadline to remove all items from mooring sites for people on the 
island.  Board response is that islanders have been allowed to keep their boats in until the ice forms.  Once 
the ice forms all items must be removed. 
Last year there was drainage from the south lake.  It was determined that someone had cranked the dam 
open.  Since then a different lock system has been installed.  The lake levels are set at Hillsdale County 
with the summer level on May 15th.  Depending on the weather the boards will go in around May 1st, to 
bring the level up by the 15th.  The boards are taken out by October 15th for the winter level.  Hillsdale 
County did a survey of the lakes with regards to the lake level, but unfortunately the results could not be 
used as that level would have flooded all. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 11:20am. 
 
 
 
 
        ________________________________ 
        Michelle L. Gramm 
        LLPOA Office Manager 
  


